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Smart Nation initiative set to change Singapore's urban landscape 
The relentless march of technological innovation has transformed the way we communicate. Soon it will 
change the urban landscape in Singapore. The next generation of buildings is set to become a lot smarter, 
thanks to the increasing convergence of new data streams, sensor technology and breakthroughs in 
building material science. 
http://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/singapore/smart-nation-initiative/1614856.html 
 
Singapore to be home of world's first green berths 
Come 2016, Jurong Port will have the world's first green berths made of recycled concrete from existing 
berths and yards. And to reduce the project's carbon footprint, the berths will utilise certified green 
construction materials such as green cement, green steel mesh and green reinforcement bars. 
http://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/singapore/singapore-to-be-home-of/1613758.html 
 
Urban Lab launched to help address urban challenges 
A new dedicated exhibition space was launched on Friday (Jan 23) to help address urban challenges and 
create solutions for a more sustainable environment. The Urban Lab - located at the Urban Redevelopment 
Authority's Singapore City Gallery - kicked off the initiative by featuring an exhibition on "future cities", 
which brings together the Swiss-Singapore perspectives in addressing urban challenges. 
http://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/singapore/urban-lab-launched-to/1612996.html 
 
Inflation hit poorest households most in H2 2014 
Singapore's poorest households were hit hardest by inflation in the second half of last year because of 
higher food prices. As the bottom 20 per cent of households by income devote a larger share of 
expenditure to food, they felt the effects of higher food prices most keenly. For them, consumer prices rose 
by 1 per cent. 
http://www.businesstimes.com.sg/government-economy/inflation-hit-poorest-households-most-in-h2-
2014 
 
 
 
 
 
Prices of private homes down 4% in 2014 
2014 must have felt like a recession year for property players, with sales of private condos plunging to a 
fresh low since the global financial crisis in 2008 and overall prices of all private residential properties 
marking their first annual fall. INFOGRAPHIC: Negative territory. A government-engineered slowdown of 
the property market had led prices of private landed and non-landed homes to sag 4 per cent for the full 
year, with the fourth quarter down 1.1 per cent from the preceding quarter. 
http://www.businesstimes.com.sg/real-estate/prices-of-private-homes-down-4-in-2014 
http://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/singapore/private-property-prices/1609750.html 
http://www.straitstimes.com/archive/saturday/premium/top-the-news/story/hdb-private-home-prices-
slide-2014-20150124 
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Price, rental rises recorded for office, retail sectors 
Commercial properties offered some cheer against the backdrop of a bleak residential market, with office 
and retail segments registering price and rental increases last year. Data from the Urban Redevelopment 
Authority (URA) released on Friday showed a 9.8 per cent climb in rents and a 4.5 per cent rise in prices for 
the office sector over the whole of 2014. For retail space, both rents and prices grew 0.9 per cent last year. 
http://www.businesstimes.com.sg/real-estate/price-rental-rises-recorded-for-office-retail-sectors 
http://www.straitstimes.com/archive/saturday/premium/money/story/rents-cbd-set-rise-amid-supply-
squeeze-20150124 
http://www.straitstimes.com/archive/saturday/premium/money/story/prices-office-space-fare-well-2014-
20150124 
 
Vacancy rate for private homes at 10-year high 
The vacancy rate for private homes is at its highest level in nearly 10 years - the result of rising completions 
and curbs on foreigners coming here to work, experts say. About 7.8 per cent, or 24,062 completed private 
residential units, were vacant at Dec 31 last year, according to figures released by the Urban 
Redevelopment Authority (URA) yesterday. 
http://www.straitstimes.com/archive/saturday/premium/money/story/vacancy-rate-private-homes-10-
year-high-20150124#sthash.s48s8l7B.dpuf 
 
Oversupply of ECs 'hits sales, land bids' 
An oversupply of executive condominium (EC) projects is hitting unit sales and driving down land bids, 
according to analysts. R'ST Research noted that many new projects are in areas that already have an 
abundance of EC projects. Its research showed that 13 EC developments representing 7,149 units have 
been launched in Punggol and Sengkang since 2010, with about 5,700 sales. 
http://www.straitstimes.com/premium/money/story/oversupply-ecs-hits-sales-land-bids-
20150126#sthash.txanQlYj.dpuf 
 
The strong draw of property 
Keppel Land sees several external factors that will benefit its portfolio of properties in China, Vietnam and 
Indonesia going forward. These are the three main markets outside Singapore it operates in. It shared this 
at its postponed results briefing on Friday. In China, for instance, mortgage relaxation for second-home 
buyers and lower mortgage rates will improve affordability for home buyers. 
http://www.businesstimes.com.sg/companies-markets/the-strong-draw-of-property 
 
Prices of Q4 resale HDB flats down 1.5%, volume up 2.7% 
Resale prices of Housing & Development Board (HDB) flats fell 1.5 per cent in Q4 2014 quarter-on-quarter, 
even as resale transactions of such flats rose 2.7 per cent, from 4,513 cases in Q3 to 4,635 cases in the 
October-December period.  
http://www.businesstimes.com.sg/real-estate/prices-of-q4-resale-hdb-flats-down-15-volume-up-27 
http://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/singapore/hdb-resale-prices-down-6/1609706.html 
 
Five-room flat at Pinnacle@Duxton goes for over $1m 
A five-room Pinnacle@Duxton flat has broken the $1 million mark in the resale market, joining a small but 
growing group of public housing units that have crossed the seven- digit mark. The 107 sq m unit located 
above the 40th floor went for $1,028,000 this week, according to SRX Property. 
http://www.straitstimes.com/archive/saturday/premium/top-the-news/story/five-room-flat-
pinnacleduxton-goes-over-1m-20150124?error=3#sthash.S2zAs9u3.dpuf 
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More renting out entire HDB flats as resale market cools 
More people are renting out their entire Housing Board flats amid a cooling resale market, with many 
upgrading to private housing. The number of subletting approvals last year jumped by about a fifth, from 
30,074 in 2013 to an all-time high of 36,228 last year, HDB data released yesterday shows. 
http://www.straitstimes.com/archive/saturday/premium/top-the-news/story/more-renting-out-entire-
hdb-flats-resale-market-cools-20150124#sthash.z0go9KTk.dpuf 
 
More, new space planned for startups 
The government is planning to set up a second LaunchPad for startups even as it expands the first one - JTC 
LaunchPad @ one-north - with the construction of three new blocks. The existing LaunchPad at Ayer Rajah 
Crescent - which comprises blocks 71, 73 and 79 and is jointly spearheaded by JTC Corporation and Spring 
Singapore - offers facilities such as co-working, incubation, and startup space for entrepreneurs. 
http://www.businesstimes.com.sg/real-estate/more-new-space-planned-for-startups 
 
Family wins case to install grille in condo balcony for child's safety 
The Strata Titles Board has ruled in favour of a family who were twice refused permission to install a grille 
in the balcony of their 13th-level condominium unit after seeing their four-year-old daughter try to climb 
over it. It held that the management corporation of 7 One North Residences (ONR) in Buona Vista was 
wrong in refusing permission to a family to install grilles above the glass wall of their 13th-level balcony. 
http://www.straitstimes.com/archive/saturday/premium/top-the-news/story/family-wins-case-install-
grille-condo-balcony-childs-safety-20150124#sthash.3mOXP7Ym.dpuf 
 
Unit owners sue management of 101 building 
The owners of a pair of units in The 101 building on Beach Road are involved in a tangle of legal disputes 
with their property's Management Corporation Strata Title (MCST) and two of its council members. They 
are suing the MCST, council chairman Mei Wai Luen and treasurer Tan Fung Chuan, over issues concerning 
the removal of air-conditioning compressors, unjustifiable fees and abuse of power. 
http://www.straitstimes.com/archive/sunday/premium/news/story/unit-owners-sue-management-101-
building-20150125#sthash.HQjtHTND.dpuf 
 
 
 
 
Property stocks rally on merger talk, ECB move 
Talk of mergers and the huge European Central Bank (ECB) money-printing move have ignited property 
stocks beaten down by cooling measures and the slowing market. Bargain hunters were out in force 
yesterday and sent the FTSE ST Real Estate Holding and Development Index shooting up 18.2 points, or 2.3 
per cent, to 804 points - the biggest one-day percentage hike since last April. 
http://www.straitstimes.com/archive/saturday/premium/money/story/property-stocks-rally-merger-talk-
ecb-move-20150124#sthash.DfshdiLm.dpuf 
 
Frasers Centrepoint Trust Q1 DPU up 10% 
Frasers Centrepoint Trust (FCT) on Friday reported a 10 per cent increase in distribution per unit (DPU) 
from a year ago to 2.75 Singapore cents for its first quarter ended Dec 31. Gross revenue for the quarter 
rose 18.3 per cent year-on-year to S$47.2 million, and net property income (NPI) increased 16.2 per cent to 
a record S$32.9 million. 
http://www.businesstimes.com.sg/companies-markets/frasers-centrepoint-trust-q1-dpu-up-10 
http://www.straitstimes.com/archive/saturday/premium/money/story/q1-payout-10-frasers-centrepoint-
trust-20150124 
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Keppel Corp moves to take KepLand private 
Keppel Corp on Friday put paid to rife market speculation by launching an offer to take its subsidiary Keppel 
Land private. INFOGRAPHIC: Taking back the land. But while the acquisition target was Keppel Land, much 
of the market scrutiny fell on Keppel Corp as analysts and investors asked questions about the bid. 
http://www.businesstimes.com.sg/stocks/keppel-corp-moves-to-take-kepland-private 
http://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/business/singapore/keppel-corp-launches-bid/1610298.html 
http://www.straitstimes.com/archive/saturday/premium/top-the-news/story/keppel-moves-take-
property-arm-private-it-dreams-big-20150124 
http://www.bloomberg.com/news/2015-01-23/keppel-corp-to-offer-26-premium-for-keppel-land-shares-
1-.html 
 
CapitaMall shares rise to 1 1/2-year high 
CapitaMall Trust, the largest listed mall owner in Singapore and typically seen as a defensive play, reported 
a steady set of results on Friday and saw its trading counter rise four cents to a 11/2-year high of S$2.25 a 
unit. This is even as Wilson Tan, the CEO of CapitaMall Trust Management, which manages the real estate 
investment trust (Reit), warned of headwinds to Singapore's economy and retailers for the year ahead. 
http://www.businesstimes.com.sg/companies-markets/capitamall-shares-rise-to-1-12-year-high 
http://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/business/singapore/capitamall-trust-posts/1610190.html 
http://www.straitstimes.com/archive/saturday/premium/money/story/joint-ventures-boost-capitamall-
trust-20150124 
 
Ascott Reit's units rise after solid fourth quarter  
The units of Ascott's real estate investment trust, Ascott Residence Trust (Ascott Reit), are up after a solid 
set of fourth-quarter results. Ascott Reit units closed 1.5 cents higher at $1.285 on Thursday, and closed 
another 0.5 cent up at $1.29 yesterday. That represents a 1.57 percentage increase since the Reit's financial 
results came out before the market opened on Thursday. 
http://www.straitstimes.com/archive/saturday/premium/money/story/ascott-reits-units-rise-after-solid-
fourth-quarter-20150124#sthash.3SmVzXZ6.dpuf 
 
Popular appoints financial, legal advisers for privatisation offer 
Popular Holdings said it has on Friday appointed PrimePartners Corporate Finance as the independent 
financial adviser to advise its directors on the privatisation offer tabled by the group CEO and his wife. 
Grand Apex, jointly owned by Popular's group CEO and executive director Chou Cheng Ngok and his wife Hu 
Nan Lee had on Jan 14 launched a voluntary conditional cash offer for all the issued and paid-up shares in 
Popular that they do not already own at 32 cents per share.  
http://www.businesstimes.com.sg/companies-markets/in-brief-20 
 
 
 
 
Board's ruling on safety grille in condo laudable 
The strata Titles Board's decision that "children's safety must be paramount" when it ruled that an owner 
of a condominium unit can install a grille, even if it may affect the appearance of the building, was a 
pragmatic ruling that should be lauded ("Family wins case to install grille in condo balcony for child's 
safety"; last Saturday). 
http://www.straitstimes.com/premium/forum-letters/story/boards-ruling-safety-grille-condo-laudable-
20150126#sthash.AjQGi97W.dpuf 
http://www.straitstimes.com/archive/sunday/premium/news/story/calls-condos-lift-ban-safety-grilles-
20150125 
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Short-term rentals a boon if properly regulated 
Short-term home rental, or "peer-to-peer property rental", is just one aspect of the sharing economy, 
based on the premise that unused value is wasted value. Such rentals are already popular and have proven 
to be a viable alternative to hotels in many parts of the world. Before we dismiss this industry as 
unworkable, we should consider if a properly regulated system may, in fact, be a boon rather than a bane. 
http://www.straitstimes.com/premium/forum-letters/story/short-term-rentals-boon-if-properly-regulated-
20150126#sthash.Xc7hjVnA.dpuf 
 
Stricter rules on show-flats needed 
I bought a condominium unit and collected my keys last month. When I saw the actual unit, I was 
disappointed as it was very different from the show-flat in the developer's sales office. Some walls were not 
displayed in the show-flat, so the sitting room was smaller than I thought as part of it turned out to be 
balcony space. 
http://www.straitstimes.com/archive/saturday/premium/forum-letters/story/stricter-rules-show-flats-
needed-20150124#sthash.AUzudfcH.dpuf 
 
 
 
 
At Home Group moves in just as JC Penney moves out 
http://www.businesstimes.com.sg/real-estate/at-home-group-moves-in-just-as-jc-penney-moves-out 
 
Vietnam architect builds low-cost, high-tech home 
http://www.businesstimes.com.sg/real-estate/vietnam-architect-builds-low-cost-high-tech-home 
 
London home-value gains slow in Q4 as market cools 
http://www.businesstimes.com.sg/real-estate/london-home-value-gains-slow-in-q4-as-market-cools 
 
Is Hong Kong still Li Ka Shing's playground? 
http://www.straitstimes.com/premium/world/story/hong-kong-still-li-ka-shings-playground-20150126 
 
Home-Sales Winning Streak Ends, First-Time Buyers Go Missing  
http://www.bloomberg.com/news/2015-01-23/sales-of-existing-homes-in-the-u-s-rise-less-than-
forecast.html 
 
London Home-Value Gains Slow as High Prices Deter Buyers 
http://www.bloomberg.com/news/2015-01-23/london-home-value-gains-slow-as-high-prices-deter-
buyers.html 
 
California Backs Surfers as Billionaire Khosla Risks Property 
http://www.bloomberg.com/news/2015-01-23/california-backs-surfers-as-billionaire-khosla-risks-
property.html 
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Local & Overseas Real Estate - Full Article 
http://www.stproperty.sg/articles-property/singapore-property-news/c/11 
http://business.asiaone.com/property/news 
http://www.propertyguru.com.sg/market-news 
http://www.btinvest.com.sg/property 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Note: 
The Daily News & Views is issued as news gathering for the convenience and benefits of REDAS’ members only and not for mass circulation. 
Members are advised to exercise discretion in the use and dissemination of the information. Some news links in Daily News & Views are time-
sensitive and require registration of fee-based digital subscriptions. These links may expire with news changes and updates throughout the day 
                              
Disclaimer 
Real Estate Developers' Association of Singapore does not warrant the accuracy, adequacy or completeness of the information and expressly 
disclaims liability for errors or omissions therein. The content, accuracy, and opinions expressed are not investigated, verified, monitored, nor 
endorsed by Real Estate Developers' Association of Singapore. Every effort is taken to ensure that all information extracted is correct at the time of 
dissemination 24th, 25th, 26th Jan 2015. 
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About REDAS 
 
The Real Estate Developers' Association of Singapore (REDAS), established in 1959, is Singapore’s premier business association in the real estate and 
development industry. REDAS represents some 300 members comprising developers, builders, real estate consultancies and allied professionals, 
bankers, REITs and fund managers. The Association actively engages regulators, policy makers and private sector partners to promote best practices 
and to support the growth of a vibrant and progressive industry for the creation of quality real estate in Singapore.  REDAS regularly organizes 
activities such as networking sessions, seminars, charity golf tournaments and international business missions. To uphold the quality of products of 
members, REDAS also provide conciliation panel services for 
purchasers of residential property. 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
For enquiries, please contact: 
 
REDAS: Benjamin Lim, Tel: 6336 6655 | E-mail: benjamin@redas.com 
 
© 2013, Real Estate Developers’ Association of Singapore (REDAS)  
All rights reserved. The information presented is of a general nature only and is not intended for any particular individual. No consideration has 
been given to the individual investment objectives, financial situation and particular needs of any person and investors should independently assess 
whether the advice is appropriate to their own circumstances. Whilst every effort has been made to ensure its accuracy the information is taken 
from sources considered to be reliable, we do not represent, warrant or guarantee, expressly or impliedly, that it contains no factual errors. No part 
of this report may be reproduced in any form without prior permission of Real Estate Developers’ Association of Singapore (REDAS). 
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